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10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Understanding the Mission

Welcome to the NNPS Engineering Design Challenge. Witness the mission in Newport News Public 
Schools come alive today. We are committed to offering experiences that ensure all students develop 
the college, career and citizen-ready skills needed to ensure successful and bright futures.   

 
Welcome Tami Byron
 EIR/STEM Specialist, Newport News Public Schools

Opening Remarks Ashby Kilgore, Ed.D.
 Superintendent, Newport News Public Schools

 Brian Nichols
 Chief Academic Officer, Newport News Public Schools

Challenge Kick-Off Daniel Kotter
 Petty Officer First Class, United States Coast Guard

11:00 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.
Student Innovators at Work

With a clear understanding of the challenge before them, fourth and fifth grade students will 
work in teams to think critically, problem solve, and innovate. You are welcome to visit the 
tables to watch the action; however, please do not offer any assistance in the challenge. Today’s 
work will demonstrate the capabilities of our smart and creative students representing each 
of our elementary schools.

12:45 – 1:00 p.m.
Celebrating Success

Join us as we celebrate the hard work of all our students and recognize our winning teams.

Award Ceremony & Tami Byron  
Closing Remarks Daniel Kotter
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Friday, June 5, 2015 • 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
@ Newsome Park Elementary Science, Technology & Math Magnet
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Today promises to be a fun-filled day of learning.  Students 
will work in teams to devise and carry out a plan based on 
a provided design challenge.  Adding to the excitement, 
participants do not learn the challenge they will face until 
the actual event! 

Each NNPS Engineering Design Challenge is hosted in 
collaboration with a local partner and is intentionally crafted 
to support the standards, demonstrate the interrelatedness 
of subject areas, and expose students to a range of the 
diverse career opportunities that exist.  We are pleased to 
share that today’s host partner is the Coast Guard, one of 
our nation’s five military services dedicated to defending 
and preserving the United States.  
Today’s challenge will encourage 
students to combine science and 
engineering as they devise a solution 
to a given problem.  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Coast Guard protects the personal 
safety and security of our people; 
the marine transportation system 
and infrastructure; our natural and 
economic resources; and the territorial 
integrity of our nation. They protect 
these interests in U.S. ports, inland 
waterways, along the coasts, and on 
international waters. These duties 
include the care of lighthouses.

Lighthouses aid navigation to help 
mariners determine the position of 
their vessel and choose a safe course.  
Lighthouses have evolved over the 
years.  At one time, lighthouse keepers 
lived on and maintained the grounds 
to keep the lighthouse lantern burning.  
Over the years, technology advanced 
and lighthouses became automated 
with electricity, eliminating the need 
for a keeper.  Today many lighthouses 
remain popular tourist attractions that 
draw crowds of visitors to admire the 
beauty of these unique structures. Home Connection: We encourage you to continue 

the discussion at home this evening. The following 

suggested questions could be used to start the 

conversation.
•	What did you learn today?

•	What did you contribute to your team’s work?

•	What was the best part of your design?

•	What would you modify to make your design more 

effective?

Welcome!  In Newport News Public Schools, we are committed 

to ensuring that all students learn using a high quality, 

rigorous curriculum that prepares learners for life beyond 

the classroom. Our commitment to developing college, 
career and citizen-ready skills begins in a developmentally 

appropriate way with our youngest students.  
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